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“… the National Science Foundation's most 
prestigious awards in support of early-career faculty 
who have the potential to serve as academic role 
models in research and education and to lead 
advances in the mission of their department or 
organization. Activities pursued by early-career 
faculty should build a firm foundation for a lifetime of 
leadership in integrating education and research.”



NSF CAREER 
vs. standard 
grant
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“This premier program emphasizes the 
importance the Foundation places on the 

early development of academic careers 
dedicated to stimulating the discovery 

process in which the excitement of 
research is enhanced by inspired 

teaching, enthusiastic learning, and 
disseminating new knowledge.”



Considerations 
before applying

• CAREER awards are a lot of work. Is 
now the right time? 

• Have you been at MSU long enough to 
align with its mission and needs?

• Have you demonstrated commitment to 
both research and education?



NSF CAREER 
proposal 
components

• The Project Description (15 pages):
• A description of the proposed research 

project, including preliminary data where 
appropriate, specific objectives, methods 
and procedures to be used, and expected 
significance of the results

• A description of the proposed educational 
activities and intended impact (3-4 pages)

• A description of how the research and 
educational activities are synergistic

• A description of other broader impacts, 
besides the education activities, that will 
accrue from the project 

• [An evaluation plan]

• [A timeline]

• Results of prior NSF support, if applicable.



Evaluation plan



Departmental 
letter



Budget



Common 
mistakes for 
NSF CAREER
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NSF CAREER 
application 
review



Navigating the 
shifting funding 
landscape

• Stay current with agency guidance and RFPs
• You must still follow active guidelines and 

requirements up to submission

• Reframe the motivating problem, writing to the 
new audience if you need to
• Focus on the basic science as much as 

possible; be strategic re: applications

• Broader impacts ≠ broadening participation
• Connect to economic and workforce 

interests or national security impacts
• Reference "access and opportunity for all" 

rather than targeting specific groups
• Lean into MSU's tripartite land-grant 

mission: research, education & outreach

• Use the same language included in 
solicitations if you are unsure about phrasing



MSU’s NSF 
CAREER 
Program



Next steps



Questions?



NSF CAREER 
awardee panel

Dr. Amy Reines
Physics, 2023 awardee

Dr. Rachael Filwett
Physics, 2023 awardee
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