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Hairy cat’s ear (Hypochaeris radicata)

Introduction: We have recently received several
guestions about hairy cat’s ear (Hypochaeris
radicata). This species is in the Asteraceace family
and was introduced to North America from Europe.
It superficially resembles dandelion (Taraxacum
officinale). Other common names include flatweed
and false dandelion.

Identification and Biology: Hairy cat’s ear is a
perennial species. It has many features that
resemble dandelion including milky sap, leaves
arranged in a rosette at the base of the plant, yellow
flower heads that have ray flowers only, single
flowers at the end of stems, and plumed seeds that
are dispersed by the wind. One important and easy-
to-recognize feature that distinguishes it from
dandelion is the presence of branched stems. Hairy
cat’s ear also has hairy leaves and lower stems while
dandelion does not. This species may have a taproot
and/or fibrous roots.

Habitat and Spread: Hairy cat’s ear grows in disturbed areas
like roadsides, lawns, and pastures. Seeds are spread by wind.
To our knowledge it’s present distribution in Montana is limited
to western counties (Flathead, Lake, Lincoln, Mineral, Missoula,
Ravalli, and Sanders counties).

Impacts: Hairy cat’s ear has toxic properties that impact
horses. Horses grazing on this plant can develop symptoms of
stringhalt, a specific type of hind leg lameness. Over time the
leg muscles can atrophy in chronic cases. Other impacts
observed by land managers include encroachment into
disturbed areas in lawn, roadside and pasture habitats. This
species in on the noxious weed list in Washington.

Management Options: As with many weeds that occur in disturbed areas, limiting bare ground and
encouraging competitive, perennial plants will help prevent establishment of hairy cat’s ear and slow spread
of existing populations. Mechanical control options include handpulling or digging. It is important to sever the
taproot several inches below the root crown because this species is capable of resprouting from the taproot.
Mowing is not effective because the leaves grow below the height of mower blades and plants can readily
flower after mowing. There are several selective herbicides that are reported to provide control of hairy cat’s
ear. See the link below for details.

Additional Resources:
More information about biology and management (PDF)

More information about toxicity



https://wric.ucdavis.edu/information/natural%20areas/wr_H/Hypochaeris_glabra-radicata.pdf
https://csuvth.colostate.edu/poisonous_plants/Plants/Details/127
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2. State where hair cat's ear is noxious 1. One habitat where you might find hairy
4. Horse leg lameness cat's ear
7. Hairy cat's ear may have a taproot or this 3. This feature of hairy cat's ear sets it apart
type of root from dandelion (2 words)
8. This cat's ear species is annual in contrast 5. Genus of species easily mistaken for hairy
to hairy cat's ear* cat's ear
6. Class of livestock affected by Hypochaeris
radicata

7. A common name for Hypochaeris radicata

*refer to Additional Resources for answer

Solution to puzzle is posted to the MSU Extension Invasive Rangeland Weed website.

MONTANA

STATE UNIVERSITY
EXTENSION

o (&

ey

Education Campaign



http://msuinvasiveplants.org/extension/monthly_weed_post.html




Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		202001mwp_hairy_cats_ear.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 0



		Passed manually: 3



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 0



		Passed: 29



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed manually		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top



